Bias against “she” pronouns
can be rapidly overcome
by changing event expectations
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Perceived probability of winning

“Who will be the next US president?”
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things that | 1.

Comprehension

she

von der Malsburg, Poppels, & Levy (2020, Psych. Science)



Bias against “she

Production

The next US president will be sworn into office in January

2017. After moving into the Oval Office, one of the first
things that [ 1.

Comprehension

she

” pronouns

o
[o)]
1

o
N
1

Proportion of
pronouns produced

o
N
1

she hle thley hel/she

0.0

Reading time (ms)

-3 -2 -1 Pronoun  +1 +2 3 +4 5
Word position in sentence

Pronoun read: -#- she/her == he/his =& they/their

von der Malsburg, Poppels, & Levy (2020, Psych. Science)



Event
expectations

Pronoun

Production

Pronoun
Comprehension

Bias against “she” pronouns

0.6 -
0.5+
0.4 -
0.3+
0.2+

1.00 4

0.751

0.50 -

0.25 1

0.00 1

2800 -
2700 -
2600 -
2500 -
2400 -
2300 -

-Jun 2016

-Jan 2017

=Feb

1

von der Malsburg, Poppels,
& Levy (2020, Psych. Science)



Bias against “she” pronouns

a,
X

Y,

/



Bias against “she” pronouns

a,
X

Y,



Bias against “she” pronouns
can be rapidly overcome
by changing event expectations




2 experiments (N =2196):
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January 20, 2021, is the start of the next presidential and vice-presidential
term in the United States. Because the vice president breaks ties in the
US Senate, if there is a 50-50 party split in 2021 then
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Stay tuned!
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